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HAND SHIELD FOR HOCKEY STICK 



Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to hockey equipment and, more 
particularly, to a hand shield adapted for use with a hockey stick to protect players' hands 
5 and fingers. 

Background Art 

[0002] The nature of the sport of hockey is such that fast moving pucks and balls, sticks 
and other equipment, as well as collisions between participants, can result in injuries if 
appropriate protective gear is not utilized. In ice hockey, relatively expensive hockey 

10 gloves are often used to protect players' hands and fingers from flying pucks and slashing 
sticks. In street hockey, roller hockey, school gym hockey programs and other off-ice 
hockey games, however, players often do not wear protective gloves. This may be due 
to cost, inconvenience or a lack of available equipment, for example. Oftentimes, 
therefore, in the normal course of a hockey game, players clash with other players, sticks 

15 collide with other sticks, and sticks strike players' fingers and hands. 

[0003] There is a need, therefore, for an inexpensive alternative to protective hockey 
gloves which hockey players may use to protect their hands and fingers. 

Disclosure of the Invention 
[0004] With parenthetical reference to the corresponding parts, portions or surfaces of 

20 the disclosed embodiment, merely for purposes of illustration and not by way of 
limitation, the present invention provides a flexible hand shield (10) adapted for use with 
a hockey stick. As used herein, the hand shield is intended to be a separate and distinct 
invention from hockey sticks with which it is intended to be used. 
[0005] In one aspect of the invention, the hand shield comprises a flexible shield 

25 portion (11) having a convex outer surface (12). The flexibility of the shield portion 
provides comfort for a player's hand when inserted into the hand shield. This aspect of 
the invention further comprises an opening (1 8) in the flexible shield portion configured 
to accommodate portions of a hockey stick that may be passed through the opening. The 
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opening in one aspect of the invention is configured such that a hockey stick with an end 
cap, butt end or taped end is capable of passing through the opening. Therefore, hockey 
sticks without removable butt ends may fit through the opening. 
[0006] Another aspect of the invention provides an interior grip portion connected to 
5 the shield portion extending away from the shield portion. In this aspect, the interior grip 
portion is configured so as to slidably embrace a hockey stick. 

[0007] In another aspect of the invention, the interior grip portion extends away from 
the perimeter (13) of the opening in the flexible shield portion. In another aspect of the 
invention, the interior grip portion comprises a plurality of generally parallel flexible tabs 
10 or flaps (15, 16, 17, 19). In one aspect of the invention, four such tabs correspond to or 
align with the four sides of a rectangular hockey stick when such a hockey stick is passed 
through the hand shield. In that aspect, the planes of first and second tabs are parallel, 
while the planes of third and fourth tabs are parallel and perpendicular to the planes of 
the first two tabs. 

1 5 [0008] In another aspect of the invention, the opening ( 1 8) in the flexible shield portion 
is generally rectangular. In another aspect, the opening is configured so as to 
accommodate multiple cross-sectional configurations of hockey sticks. Such 
configurations include, but are not limited to, rectangular, polygonal, circular and oval 
cross-sections. In another aspect of the invention, the perimeter of the opening in the 

20 flexible shield portion is itself flexible. In another aspect, the perimeter is sufficiently 
flexible and/or configured so as to allow a hockey stick without a removable butt end - 
that is, with a fixed butt end - to pass through the opening. 

[0009] In other aspects of the invention, the hand shield further comprises a hockey 
stick and, in another aspect, the hockey stick comprises a shaft and a blade. 
25 [0010] The general object of the invention is to provide protection to hockey players 
and, more particularly, to protect their hands and fingers from pain and injury. 
[001 1] Another object of the present invention is to provide a less expensive alternative 
to hockey gloves for use in, among other things, street hockey, roller hockey, school gym 
hockey and other off-ice hockey games. 
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[0012] These and other objects and advantages will become apparent from the 
foregoing and ongoing written specification, the accompanying drawings and the 
appended claims. 



Brief Description of the Drawings 
5 [0013] Fig. 1 is a side view of the hand shield of the present invention. 
[0014] Fig. 2 is a top view of the hand shield of the present invention. 
[0015] Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the hand shield of the present invention. 
[0016] Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the hand shield of the present invention 
illustrating an interior grip portion. 

10 Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

[0017] At the outset, it should be clearly understood that like reference numerals are 
intended to identify the same structural elements, parts, portions or surfaces consistently 
throughout the several drawing figures, as such elements, parts, portions or surfaces may 
be further described or explained by the entire written specifications, of which this 

15 detailed description is an integral part. Unless otherwise indicated, the drawings are 
intended to be read together with the specification, and are to be considered a portion of 
the entire written description of this invention. As used in the following description, the 
terms "horizontal", "vertical", "left", "right", "up" and "down", as well as adjectival and 
adverbial derivatives thereof (e.g. , "horizontally", "rightwardly", "upwardly", "radially", 

20 etc.), simply refer to the orientation of the illustrated structure as the particular drawing 
figure faces the reader. Similarly, the terms "inwardly," "outwardly" and "radially" 
generally refer to the orientation of a surface relative to its axis of elongation, or axis of 
rotation, as appropriate. 

[001 8] Referring now to the drawings, the present invention provides an improved hand 
25 shield 10 adapted for use with a hockey stick. Fig. 1 is a side view of the hand shield 
which illustrates the flexible shield portion 1 1 of the invention which has a convex outer 
surface 12. The shield portion is designed to protect a player's hands and fingers but not 
to extend so far as to interfere with play. In this embodiment, the flexible shield portion 
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has an opening 1 8 with a raised perimeter 1 3 and an annular rim 14 extending around the 
bottom marginal end portion of the flexible shield portion. In other embodiments, the 
flexible shield portion may not include a rim portion or a raised perimeter for the 
opening. This flexible shield portion may be made from many different materials 
5 including, but not limited to, low density polyethylene, vinyl, ethylene vinyl acetate, 
sanoprene, rubber, etc. 

[0019] Fig. 2 further illustrates the flexible shield portion of the invention and the 
opening 1 8 in that portion. The opening in this embodiment, which is configured to 
accommodate a portion of a hockey stick that may be passed through the opening, is 

10 generally rectangular in shape. The two longer sides of the rectangle, however, include 
an outwardly rounded center portion which provides greater flexibility and/or 
accommodates hockey sticks with, among other things, round or oval cross-sections. In 
this embodiment, the raised perimeter 13 of the opening, and the corresponding opening 
18, extend outwardly from the four corners of the generally rectangular opening, as 

15 illustrated in Fig. 2, to provide additional flexibility and to allow for hockey sticks of 
various shapes and sizes to pass through the opening, including rectangular and other 
polygonal cross-sectional sticks, as well as circular, generally circular or oval cross- 
sectional sticks. 

[0020] Fig. 3 is a cross-section of the hand shield of the present invention which 
20 illustrates the convex surface of the flexible shield portion 1 1 and the raised perimeter 1 3 
of the opening. Fig. 3 further illustrates a preferred embodiment of the interior grip 
portion 15, 16, 17 of the present invention. Fig. 3 depicts a cross-section of first and 
second generally parallel tabs, flaps or grip portions 15,16 extending away from the 
flexible shield portion 1 1 and into the interior space defined by the surface of the shield 
25 portion. These tabs are connected to the shield portion. A third tab 17 extends away 
from the flexible shield portion on a plane perpendicular to the other tabs 15,16. In this 
preferred embodiment, a total of four tabs extend away from this shield portion and 
define a generally rectangular area through which a hockey stick may be passed. A 
fourth tab 19, which is shown in Fig. 4, is generally identical to the third tab 17. The 
30 planes of the ihird tab 17 and fourth tab 19 are generally parallel. The tabs are flexible, 
and the hand shield may slide up and down the shaft of a hockey stick with which it is 
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used, during the normal course of a hockey game. In addition, this flexibility allows a 
hockey player to exert pressure on the tabs of the interior grip portion, typically with the 
thumb and index finger, thereby holding the hand shield in place with respect to a hockey 
stick shaft. The hand with which a hockey player grasps the interior grip portion - the 
5 left hand for a right-handed shooter, and vice versa - remains on the stick for much of the 
period of play. A player's other hand may grasp the hockey stick shaft directly, and is 
frequently removed from the shaft. The use of the hand shield also may require a player 
to use the proper grip on the shaft and, therefore, serves as a training aid. 
[0021 ] While there has been described what is believed to be the preferred embodiment 

10 of the present invention, those skilled in the art will recognize that other and further 
changes and modifications may be made thereto without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. For example, the shape of the shield portion may be varied, as well as the 
shape of the opening and the construction and configuration of the grip portion. In 
another example, a single-piece construction may be used in place of the tabs as 

15 described. Such a single-piece construction may include ribs or ridges to provide 
flexibility and the other advantages of the tabs as described herein. Therefore, the 
invention is not limited to the specific details and representative embodiments shown and 
described herein. In the following claims, preamble language that is not specifically 
referred to in the body of a particular claim is to be construed as a mere statement of 

20 intended use and not as a limitation. Accordingly, various modifications may be made 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive concept as defined and 
differentiated by the following claims. 



